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of the Alabama, and if Lord Charles were placed in the same circum- 
stances with a defeated German Admiral, I am sure he would not use 
the extravagant language that the provisions of the convention treating 
of this matter were "despicable and wicked." C. H. Stockton. 

The Japanese Nation. Its Land, Its People and Its Life. With special 
consideration to its relations with the United States. By Inazo 
Nitobe. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons. pp. xii, 334. $2.00. 

Dr. Nitobe is one of Japan's greatest scholars, educators and states- 
men. He is a graduate of Johns Hopkins University and has married 
an American wife. He has always been one of America's stanchest 
friends in Japan and from his early youth his ideal has ever been to be 
"a span across the Pacific." He is best known in this country and in 
Europe as the author of Bushido, a remarkable interpretation of the 
"soul of Japan" which has been translated into many languages and 
has had a profound influence on Western thought. 

His present compact volume of 334 pages is based on a series of 
lectures delivered last year before six American universities, — Brown, 
Columbia, Johns Hopkins, Virginia, Illinois and Minnesota. These 
universities had united with the Japanese government in arranging a 
yearly exchange of lectures between the two countries by distinguished 
American and Japanese scholars and men of affairs. Dr. Nitobe in- 
augurated the movement last year in the United States. This year 
Dr. Hamilton W. Mabie of New York returns the visit by lecturing in 
Japan. The six American universities, however, have now relinquished 
their part in the exchange to the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace. The Endowment proposes that future Japanese lecturers shall 
broaden their visits so as to take in other universities than the original 
six. 

Though Dr. Nitobe's stay in each American university was very brief, 
it will be a pleasure for his countrymen to remember that wherever he 
went he made a remarkably favorable impression. He addressed 
audiences aggregating over forty thousand men and women and came 
into direct contact with all sorts and conditions of people. On his return 
to Japan he will undoubtedly be considered an authority on the United 
States for the rest of his life and will be ever ready to educate the public 
opinion of his countrymen on America and things American. 

The book under review, like Bushido, is written with a purity of style 
and wealth of allusion that is simply marvelous in a Japanese. In- 
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deed it is not stretching the truth to aver that Dr. Nitobe is one of the 
foremost of living writers of English. The volume is divided into twelve 
chapters, which cover moral, mental, physical, religious, educational, 
economic and historical Japan and her relations to the United States. 
Each chapter is sane, sound and suggestive, though written of course 
from the Japanese standpoint. On the whole it is the best popular in- 
terpretation and picture of Japan yet written and as such ought to have 
a wide influence in this country. It is an embassy of peace and good will 
from the East to the West. Hamilton Holt. 

Foreign Companies and other Corporations. By E. Hilton Young. Cam- 
bridge University Press: 1912. pp. xii, 332. $4.00 net. 

The author treats his subject under two headings, that of private 
international law (Part I) and that of English law (Part II). Upon 
closer examination we find that the entire book deals with problems of 
private international law; the first part, from the point of view of logical 
reasoning, and the second, from that of English legislation and juris- 
prudence. 

This division lends itself admirably to a comparative study of the 
laws of the various countries upon the subject of the nationality and 
domicile of "juristic persons." The author uses the latter term as it is 
employed in the writings of Continental authorities, in order to denote 
all the forms of association recognized as entities in law. The various 
systems for determining nationality are discussed seriatim. Thus, 
Vareilles-Sommieres would nationalize the entity in the state to which a 
majority of its members belong; Thaller, in the state in which a majority 
of its capital was first subscribed; Lyon-Caen and Renault, in the state 
where its principal business is being conducted. The author is opposed 
to all of these, as well as to the general English and American rule by 
which nationality is determined by the country or state of organization. 
Of course, "nationality" (and "domicile") are used here in a very special 
sense in order to indicate that the rights and duties of the entity and its 
members are controlled by a certain system of law. "Domesticity" 
would be more accurate. 

The author favors the principle that juristic persons should be deemed 
domestic in the country in which the center of administrative business 
is situated. This view he fortifies with argument and example. Indeed, 
he is sufficiently logical, as well as sufficiently sincere, to carry the argu- 



